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The first sermon in the rights of neighbours



All praise is due to Allah, owner of sovereignty and the kingdom, and of honour, awe and omnipotence.
He taught the creations the manner of social relations and encouraged mutual benevolence, mutual
reverence and meeting each other with a smile. He created the human a civilian by nature and sent us a
Messenger, who was an Arab and a resident, and guided us through him to a path that is even and
straight. I bear witness that there is no god but Allah alone, He has no partner, and He has neither match
nor equal. And I bear witness that our lord and master Muhammad is His servant and messenger who
came to us in the form of a perfect human being. May Allah send salutations upon him and his family,
his companions and his followers as One Who’s favour is manifest.

As for what follows: So, O brethren! Indeed of the etiquettes of integration, social relations and
superior social conduct is the fulfillment of the rights of co-dwellers and neighbours, the near of them
and the far of them, the Muslim of them and non-Muslim of them, and he who has become deserved of
the Fire. And indeed, Allah I has for the realisation of that ordained laws, and He has drawn boundaries,
and He has imposed duties and rights that they may bring harmony between them, and may join
between their hearts. Thus, the right of a neighbour upon his neighbour is stressed upon by clear verses
and unambiguous prophetic traditions, namely, to treat them with kindness, to remove harm from them,
and to bear harm received from them. Thus, it is an established Shari‘ah and a steadfast Sunnah. Thus,
it is recorded in the two authentic books from the hadith of ‘Abd Allah bin ‘Umar and ‘Aishah v that
the Messenger of Allah ¢ said: “Jibril used to bring commands concerning the neighbour with such
frequency, that | began to feel that he was going to definitely declare him to be an heir.” [Narrated
by Bukhart and Muslim]

As for treating them with kindness, so Allah I has commanded it in His noble book and thus
said: “And worship Allah, and join not any partners with Him; and do good to parents, Kinsfolk,
orphans, those in need, neighbours who are of kin, neighbours who are strangers ...” [4:36] The
Prophet ¢ has also encouraged it and decreed it of the essential effects of faith, thus saying: “He who
believes in Allah and the last day so he should do good to his neighbour.” [Narrated by Muslim]
And verily, of the kind treatment of neighbours is for the heart to be full of goodness for them, and to
desire good for them and to spend it upon them even if it be little. For it is mentioned in the
authenticated book of Muslim from the hadith of Anas t that he said: The Messenger of Allah ¢ said:
“None from you can be a [true] believer until he desires for his brother — or he said: for his
neighbour — what he desires for himself.” And it is recorded in the two authentic books from the
hadith of Abti Hurairah t the he ¢ said: “O Muslim women! No neighbour should belittle [anything]
for her neighbour, even the hoof of a sheep.”

As for removing harm from them, so causing them harm is of the major sins and enormous
disobediences. Thus it recorded in the authenticated book of Bukhart on the authority of Abii Hurairah
1 that he ¢ said: “He who believes in Allah and the last day so he should not cause harm to his
neighbour.” And the Prophet ¢ said: “He will not enter the garden from whose harm his neighbour
is not safe.” [Narrated by Muslim on the authority of Abt Hurairah]

As for bearing the harm received from them and observing patience over their errors and
overlooking their ill behavior so it is reported from Abt Zar t that he ¢ said: “Verily, Allah, Almighty
and Majestic is He, loves three persons and despises three persons” and he mentioned of the three
loved by Allah: “a man who had a bad neighbour who used to bring harm to him and he observed
patience upon his harm until Allah became sufficient for him with regards to the neighbour
through life or through death.” [Narrated in Al-Mustadrak]

O Servants of Allah! May Allah enable me and you [to strive] for the goodness of our religion and our
world and may He grant us tenderness and kindness towards our neighbours, and spending of wealth
upon them as much as we are able, and repelling harm from them as much as we can, and bearing their
harm until our Lord is pleased with us, indeed He is Subtle and Aware. | make this statement of mine
and I seek refuge in Allah for me and for you and for all Muslims from every sin, so seek you His
forgiveness, Indeed He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.



