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First Khutbah on the Rights of Animals

All praise is due to Allah Who created the human and so perfected his creation and bestowed
honour upon him. And He favoured him with the creation of the animal and to him he made it
subservient. And | bear witness that there is no deity but Allah, He has no partner in His divinity
nor in His deity, and | bear witness that Muhammad ¢ is His Servant and Messenger who has been
granted virtue over all His creation. May Allah send salutations, peace and blessings upon him and
upon his family and his companions and his wives and his followers and his progeny. As for what
follows:

O assembly of Muslims! Indeed, it is of the belief of a Muslim that the sole purpose of our
creation is that we seek the pleasure of our Lord. Thus, we submit fully to the guidance and
instruction that our Creator has bestowed upon us via the Qur'an and Sunnah that we may
differentiate between that which He loves and is pleased by and that which displeases Him and He
prohibits. One of the key aspects by which we can seek the pleasure of our Lord is to fulfill His
rights that are incumbent upon us, such as the five prayers, the fasts of Ramadan etc, and similarly
by abstaining from the sinful deeds that are prohibited by Him, such as khamr, pork and riba. And
like wise of such (key aspects) is to fulfill the rights of His creation for Islam has given His creation
including our parents, our spouses, our neighbours, our youth and our elderly rights over us. Thus,
those that oppress His creation, without doubt, they are the subject of their Creator’s anger. For
indeed, our Prophet, the best of creation, has encouraged us to fulfill the rights of others in the
strongest of terms to the extent that he said: “Rights will most definitely be rendered to their
holders on the Day of Resurrection to the extent that the hornless goat will be given retaliation from
the horned goat.” [Muslim] The Holy Qur’an has enjoined justice on many occasions, thus Allah,
Almighty and Majestic is He, said:  “O you who believe! Stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses
to Allah ...” [4:135]

And He, Most High, said: “Be just, for Allah loves those that are just.” [49:9]

And amongst His creations are the many different types of animal life. Contemplating on their
incredible diversity and amazing beauty is a way for us to draw close to Allah for Allah has indeed
said: “Behold! In the creation of the heavens and the earth and the alternation of night and day
there are indeed signs for those of understanding. Those who remember Alldah standing, sitting,
and lying down on their sides, and contemplate the (wonders of) creation in the heavens and the
earth, (with the saying) “Our Lord, not for nothing have You created (all) this. Glory unto you!
Give us salvation from the chastisement of the fire.” [3:190-191]

And He, Most High, said: “And verily, there is for you in an instructive sign ... [16:66]

And He, Most High, said: “And He shows you His signs, then which of the signs of Allah will you
deny?” [40:80]

Many verses have mentioned animals on numerous occasions; either reminding us of His wonderful
creation, glory unto Him, or with reference to His enormous favour and honour upon us by making
them subservient to us or whilst indicating towards his abundant blessings and favours upon us by
making them sustenance for us, and clothing and wealth and chattels, etc. Several Strahs are
named after specific animal species such as The Ant, The Bee, The Cow, The Cattle, The Spider,



and the Elephant and indeed these deal with animal issues. Allah, Most Blessed and Most High, has
obligated us with duties towards these animals even at the time of slaughter for he, upon him be
salutation and peace, said:  “Verily, Allah has prescribed excellence in everything; so when you
must kill do it in the best manner and when you slaughter you should slaughter in the best manner,
and each of you should sharpen his knife and so make his slaughtered animal comfortable.”
[Muslim] And it has been reported from him (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) that which exhorts
gentleness and benevolence and to not overburden animals used for labour and those kept as pets.
The Messenger (sallallahu ‘alayhi wa sallam) passed by a camel whose back had come to touch its
stomach and said: “Fear Allah in relation to these animals;, mount them in a manner that they are
suitable to mount, and consume them in a manner they are appropriate for consumption.” [Abu
Dawud] And it is mentioned in the two authentic books from the narration of Ibn ‘Umar, may
Allah be pleased with him, that a woman was punished and entered the Fire on account of a cat she
had confined whilst neither feeding it nor releasing it that it may feed off insects. It is mentioned in
both of these [authentic books] from the narration of Abii Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him,
that a man whilst passing a thirsty dog lowered himself in to the well and gave the dog water to
drink with his leather sock and so he was forgiven. The principle of encouraging compassion and
avoiding oppression also applies to animal products that we may consume like eggs and fish.
Therefore, we should know that there are certain fishing methods, such as drag nets, which cause
great harm to fish stocks and other sea life. And there are certain battery cages in which hens live
despite the suffering that is caused to them. Equally, there are line-caught methods of catching fish
and free range eggs which are more compassionate to sea life and to hens. Therefore, Muslims
should strive to adopt these practices which are more compassionate and avoid those which cause
more suffering. Without doubt, this is an excellent way in which we can seek the pleasure of our
Creator.

And know you that our Creator is Most Beneficent, Most Merciful, and we today are in great need
of His beneficence, mercy and guidance so that the straight path may be clear to us. We will also be
in need of His beneficence and mercy and tomorrow so as to attain success on the Last Day when
we will be resurrected and have to account for our actions. And remember, that Allah, Most High,
has vowed to show mercy to those who show mercy to others and this includes all creation
including animals. For indeed he, upon him be salutation and peace, said: “The Merciful, the Most
Compassionate will show mercy to them. Show mercy to the dwellers of the earth and He who is in
the sky will show mercy to you.” [Abt Dawiid]

| seek refuge in Allah from Satan, the accursed. In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful.
“And verily, there is for you in this an instructive sign. We give you drink from that which lies in
their bellies, and for you there are many benefits in them, and of them you eat. And on them and on
the boats you are transported. [23:21-22] May Allah grant blessing to me and you in the
Magnificent Qur’an; and benefit me and you also with the verses and sound remembrance. Indeed,
He, Most High, is Magnanimous, Munificent, Lord, Beneficent, Compassionate, and Merciful.



