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First Khutbah on Earning and Livelihood

All praise is due to Allah; we praise Him the praise of one who firmly believes in His Oneness in a
manner that will annihilate and dwindle the worship of everything else besides His unique oneness.
We glorify him with the glorification of him who asserts that everything besides Allah is futile and
not worthy of being afraid of. We express our gratitude to Him for raising the sky for His servants
as a solid canopy and for having leveled the earth as a carpet and a rug for them. He has followed
the night upon the day and has thereby made the night a covering and the day as a means of
sustenance. We bear witness that there is no deity but Allah, He is alone, He has no partner, and we
bear witness that our leader and master Muhammad ¢ is His Servant and Messenger from whose
fountain the believers will proceed quenched after having come to it thirsty. May Allah send
salutations, peace and blessings upon him and upon his family and his companions who did not let
up in the assistance of His Din even the least bit of energy and languidness. As for what follows:

So fear Allah, O Muslims! And know that the blessing of Allah, Almighty and Lord is He,
upon us are so many they are countless and so numerous that they cannot be investigated. And
indeed, amongst His blessings, Glorified be He, is His granting of authority to His servants on the
earth, and His preparation for them of the types of sustenance and good fruits with which they are
nourished and with which their bodies are fed, that they may partake of the pure and permitted and
that they may praise the Holy Lord and thank Him for His favour, blessing and grace. Allah, Most
High states: “It is we Who have placed you with authority on earth and provided you therein with
means. Small are the thanks that you give!” [7:10] And He, Most High states: “You may disperse
through the land and seek of the bounty of Allah.” [62:10] And ‘Aishah, may Allah be pleased
with her, said: “The companions of Allah’s Apostle, may Allah send salutations and peace upon
him, used to practise manual labour, so their sweat used to smell, and so they were advised: “Would
you take a bath.”” And she said: “When Abu Bakr al-Siddiq was made Caliph, he said, “My people
know that my profession was not incapable of providing substance to my family. And as | have
been taken up in serving the Muslims, the family of Abii Bakr shall eat from this wealth [public
treasury], and shall earn for the Muslims therein.” [Bukhari has narrated them both] Al-Migdam
bin Ma“di Karib, may Allah be pleased with him, reports from the Apostle of Allah, may Allah send
salutations and peace upon him, he said: “Nobody has ever eaten a better meal than that which one
has eaten from the work of his own hand. The Prophet of Allah, Dawiid, upon him be peace, used to
eat from the earnings of his manual labour.” [Bukhari narrated it] And Abu Hurairah reports from
the Apostle of Allah, may Allah send salutations and peace upon him, that he said: “Dawiid, upon
him be peace, used not to eat except from the earnings of his manual labour.” [BukharT narrated it]
And ‘Abdurrahman b. ‘Awf reports that he heard Abii Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him,
saying: The Apostle of Allah, may Allah send salutations and peace upon him, said: “One would
rather cut and carry a bundle of wood on his back than ask somebody who may give it to him or
refuse to give it to him.” [Bukhari narrated it]

So, O Muslims! Know you that earning and the work of the hand is better than reliance on
handouts, unemployment benefit and other similar benefits. As for that which is gained through
dishonesty, fraud, riba, theft, gambling and similar means, that is nought but from the forbidden and
prohibited.

I seek refuge in Allah from Satan, the accursed. In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the
Merciful. “And when the prayer is finished then you may disperse through the land and seek of the
bounty of Allah, and remember Allah frequently that you may prosper.” [62:10] May Allah grant
blessing to me and you in the Magnificent Qur’an; and benefit me and you also with the verses and
sound remembrance. Indeed, He, Most High, is Magnanimous, Munificent, Lord, Beneficent,
Compassionate, and Merciful.



