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The first sermon in the guarding of onself from miserliness and prodigality



All praise is due to Allah who made us a nation justly balanced, upright, elite, the best; that avoids
exaggeration and unnecessary severity, that inclines away from disdain and deriliction, that stays far
from excess and insufficiency, that is moderate between prodigality and niggardliness, that is
straight without hardship or [excessive] ease, that is endowed with beautiful etiquettes and virtues
and with the most noble attributes and characteristics, that is the most guided of people in terms of
way, the most staight in terms of path, and the most rightly guided on this earth in behaviour. And
May Allah send salutations upon the Prophet, the Hashimite, the unlettered, and upon his family
and all his companions and upon those that followed them with righteousness until the Day of
Judgement, salutations the number of which are equal to what exists and what is to exist, and from
whose blessing the first and last [of people] enjoy favour, and let Him send peace in abundance.

As for what follows: So fear Allah as He should rightly be feared, and hold fast - O servants of
Allah — to the reliable hold of Islam. Know you that indeed you will be gathered together on the
day of the gathering, and that you will be made to stand before Allah, Almighty and Majestic is He,
and you will be asked of every major and minor thing. And indeed, Allah, Most High, and His
Messenger, upon him be the salutations of Allah and His peace, have ordered the observance of
balance in all matters, even in modes of purely religious observance, that it does not lead to
weariness but rather ends in [achieving] the objective. Thus, he, upon him be salutation and peace,
said, and his speech is of the best of speech: “And, maintain balance, maintain balance you will
reach [the objective].” [Narrated by al-Bukhari]

Thus, Allah and His Messenger have encouraged generosity, munificence and spending and have
warned against miserliness, niggardliness and parsimony. Thus, He said, Almighty and Majestic is
He: “And that which you spend in the least so He replaces it.” [34:39] And it is reliably reported
from him, may Allah send salutations upon him and send peace that he said: “There is no day in
which the servants enter in to the morning except that two angels descend and one of the two says:
O Allah! Grant one who spends a substitute”, and the other says: “O Allah! Give one who witholds
ruin.” [Agreed upon]

Servants of Allah! Indeed, miserliness encourages niggardliness and withholding of rights, and
invites towards harm, estrangement and disobedience. And indeed, niggardliness is an
objectionable trait and a repulsive disease, and surely it does not return any good to the miser on the
earth and nor in the hereafter. Rather, it is an ill omen in them both for the possessor [of the trait].

And it is of that from which the Prophet € sought refuge. Thus, Mus‘ab bin Sa‘d bin Abt Waqqgas,
may Allah be pleased with him, said: “Sa‘d used to teach us five things which he used to report

from the Prophet €: “O Allah! I seek reufge in you from miserliness, and I seek refuge in you from
cowardice, and | seek refuge in you that | should be returned to the wretched age, and | seek refuge
in you from the trial of this world, he meant the trial of al-Dajjal, and I seek refuge in you from the
punishment of the grave.”” [Narrated by al-BukharT]

Know you also that similar to the prohibition of niggardliness is the caution against excessive and
wasteful extravagance, for extravagance in the purchase of food, its consumption or its disposal is
of the places of the obvious prohibitions of the Qur’an. For, He said, Almighty and Majestic is He:
“Eat of their fruit in their season, but render the dues that are proper on the day that the harvest is
gathered. But waste not by excess, for Allah loves not the wasters.” [6:14]1] And similarly,
extravagance in clothes, conveyances, and chattels etc is unlawful as He, Most High has said: “O
children of Adam! Wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer: eat and drink,

but waste not by excess, for Allah loves not the wasters.” [7:31] And the Prophet € said: Eat and
give in charity and wear clothes without extravagance nor conceitedness.” [Narrated by al-Nasa’'1]



And the extravagant and wasteful are from amongst those that are not loved by Allah for He, Most
High has stated: “But waste not by excess, for Allah loves not the wasters.” [7:31] And Allah has
reckoned them amongst the bretheren of the satans. Thus, He has said: “And render to the kindred
their due rights , as (also) to those in want and to the wayfarer: but squander not in the manner of a
spendthrift. Verily, spenthrifts are brothers of the satans, and the Satan is to his Lord ungrateful.
[17:26-27]

So the desired path is balance, straightness and moderation, and guarding from extravagance,
deviance and going astray, for Allah, Most High, has said: ‘“Make not your hand tied (like a
niggard’s) to your neck, nor stretch it forth to its utmost reach, so that you become blameworthy
and destitute. [17:29] And He, Most High, said: “Those who, when they spend, are not
extravagant and not niggardly, but hold a just (balance) between that.” [25:67]

O servants of Allah! May Allah enable me and you [to strive] for the goodness of our religion and
our world and may He grant us balance in poverty and affluence and protect us from niggardliness
and extravagance. Indeed He is Generous, Most Honourable. | make this statement of mine and |
seek refuge in Allah for me and for you and for all Muslims from every sin, so seek you His
forgiveness, Indeed He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.



